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Join us for upcoming events 
 

Date/time Venue  Program 

 
Sat, Jun 14 
 
2:00 – 4:00 pm 
 
 
 

 
SDUMC 
 

 

 

Celebrating 70 Years of 
AAUW Del Mar-Leucadia! 
 
A toast, dessert, camaraderie, 
awards, & highlights of our 70 years! 

July 12  
5:00- 7:00 pm  

Solana 
Beach 

 Summer Social Summer Social  
 

 
SAVE THE DATES FOR FY2026!  
Linda Quinby and Christine Oster 
 
Your outgoing and incoming board members are hard at work, planning for the 
upcoming program year. We met at Christine Oster’s home in April and again in May, to 
review this past year’s events (what went well, what could be improved), your 
preferences from last year’s survey, and suggestions for venues and topics. 
We’ll have more information soon, but meanwhile, you can put these dates on your 
calendars and plan to join us for another fun and stimulating year! 
 

Date & Time  Venue Theme 

 
2025 

  

Jul 12   5 – 7 pm  Solana Beach Home Summer Social 

Sept 20, 10 am-Noon  SDUMC Kickoff 

Oct 11, 10 am-Noon  ECC Public Policy: Education 

Nov 8, 10 am-Noon   ECC Local Environmental Issues 

Dec 6, 4-6:30 pm   RSF Member’s Home Holiday social 

 
2026 

  

Jan 24, 10:30-1:30   LSFCC   Annual IBC Luncheon 

Feb 21 10 am-Noon    EEC/Harding Center Worthy Book 

Mar 21 TBD COV hosts   COV hosts   COV hosts Women’s History 

Apr 11 10 am-Noon   Tba Earth Month 

May 9 2-4 pm   ECC   STEM/Tech Trek 

June 13 TBD  EEC DML Celebration & Installation 
SDUMC = San Dieguito United Methodist Church, Encinitas 
ECC = Encinitas Community Center 
LSFCC = Lomas Santa Fe Country  
 



 
President’s Buzz – Linda Quinby 

 
         My presidency is coming to an end, but what a way to go! 
         Overall, this marks the completion of my 6th year as a branch 
         president – 2 years for Antelope Valley Branch in the 1990s, 2 years 
         for DML in 2015-2017, and the 2 years just completed. 
 
 

Our recent branch events have been outstanding!  
Our March event with Carlsbad-Oceanside-Vista Branch featured Dr. Merryl 
Goldberg on “Music, the Brain, and Spycraft” – including music on her soprano sax.  
In April we met at the San Diego Botanic Garden (SDBG) to learn about the Garden’s 
medicinal plants and the partnership between the SDBG and CSUSM for research and 
student mentoring, followed by lunch and a docent-led tour of the gardens.  
 
In May we hosted our 2025 Tech Trekkers plus several Tech Trek alumni, and criminalist Monica 
McCall of the SD County Sheriff’s Office who presented “Forensics: The Science of 
Solving Crime” – even providing clues for the Tech Trekkers to solve a crime! Thanks to 
all of you who made these events so successful – with ideas, planning, decorations, and 
refreshments. 
 
Accomplishments over the past 2 years have exceeded expectations! When I took 
office in 2023, we were just coming out of Covid, having met virtually for 3 years. As we 
restarted our in-person programing, the board took a fresh look at our goals, surveyed 
members for ideas, and worked hard to deliver on what you said you wanted – including 
trying new things, like holding branch events at the Museum of Making Music and 
SDBG and starting Explore SD! to sponsor local adventures. 
 
We also expanded and enhanced our college scholarships. The Philanthropy Team 
decided to increase CSUSM scholarships to $3,000 a year, renewable for up to 3 years 
– and then learned that a $10 million donation from the Daniel and Phyllis Epstein 
Foundation to CSUSM would double our giving! This new program and match inspired 
members and friends of DML to increase their giving, resulting in a significant increase 
in the number of students we can help. (More info on this coming soon.) All this while 
continuing to support Tech Trek (18 campers this year – 11 in person and 7 virtual!) and 
MiraCosta College scholarships. Way to go, DML! 
 
It takes a village… We couldn’t have done all of this without the efforts of our leaders, 
chairs, members, and supporters – especially my awesome board members! My 
heartfelt thanks to all of you for your ideas, dedication, and effort to achieve our goals. 
The outgoing and incoming board members are now hard at work to create 
another inspiring, educational, and productive programing year.  
 
The FY2026 program calendar is included in this Coastline.  
 
Mark your calendars and plan to attend. 



President’s Buzz Cont… 
Linda Quinby  
 
As I leave the presidency (but not the board), I’d like to ask a few favors of all of 
you: 
 
1. Renew your membership. Paying your dues and being a member supports 
AAUW’s mission of equity and education for all women and girls – at the national, 
state, and local level. 
 
2. Invite a friend, daughter, or niece to join. Membership is our life’s blood. Our 
organization only survives and thrives to the extent we continue to attract new 
members. And numbers count! Having more members amplifies our collective 
voice and reserves our seat at the table in support of our mission and priorities. 
 
3. Support our new leadership team. Several of our new leaders are relatively 
new to AAUW and DML, but with your help, I know they will do an awesome job. 
 
4. Get involved. Find a place where you can serve, as an officer, a chair, or a team 
member. Not only will this help the branch, but you’ll benefit from getting to know 
other awesome members better. 
 
5. Be there on June 14th as we celebrate our 70th anniversary! 
 
Thanks for an awesome two years! I look forward to sharing many more successful and 
fun years ahead! 
 
Forward Together! 
Linda (aka Queen Bee)  

 

 
 
AAUW Gets Stuff Done – Nancy Adrian, Friend of the Branch 

 
After years of searching for an institution where I could endow a fellowship in 
honor of my mother, Doris Adrian, I spoke with Linda Quinby and Carol 
Pletcher about it, and they referred me to the National Office of AAUW, where 
all the details were resolved seamlessly.  I especially like the fact that AAUW 
allows me to fund a small working stipend (with plenty of rules) so that the 
scholar can set up a project in her own country.  
 
We funded our first scholar this year (2024-25) and I am sure that my mother 
(and my dad) would have been pleased. 



Public Policy  
Janice Muller  

 
AAUW California Mobilizes to Advance Priority Legislation 
AAUW California advocates came out in full strength on April 8th and 9th to participate 
in Lobby Days 2025. A total of 197 people representing 66 branches, including the 
Public Policy Interns and other college students, turned out to advance our priority 
legislation. 84 people came to Sacramento on April 8th to meet in person with legislative 
offices: 104 people held virtual meetings via Zoom on April 9th, and nine people met in 
district offices. We met with 78% of all legislative offices - a record for AAUW 
California! 
 
While most meetings were with staff, ten meetings were held with legislators. Reports 
from the teams indicate that all the meetings were courteous and cordial, including 
those with offices that did not agree with some of our positions. Many teams were 
received with enthusiasm and gratitude for AAUW’s scholarships, activities, and 
programs such as Tech Trek. Some staffers expressed interest in joining AAUW, and 
one staffer generously shared information with our Public Policy Interns about a 
Fellowship program she participated in, which ultimately led to her current job. Overall, 
we successfully met with 94 offices to advance our key legislation and increased 
awareness about AAUW and all the things we do to advance gender equity. 
 
The three priority bills presented were: 
 

• Support of SB 771 “Social Media Platforms Endangering Californians” (targeting 
liability for AI/algorithm generated ‘hate speech’) (AAUW sponsored). STATUS: 
Currently in an ‘introduced status.’ This means a member of Congress has 
formally submitted the bill to the Senate, marking the beginning of the legislative 
process. 
 

• Opposition to AB 579 “Yaeli’s Law” (protection of youth self-identity). STATUS: 
As of April 14, 2025, this bill is dead as the Rules Committee did not refer the bill. 
 

• Support of SB 418 –Ensure Equal Access to Care for All” (protection for sex- 
based discrimination). STATUS: This bill is currently in the Senate 
Appropriations Committee and was scheduled for Senate Judiciary Committee 
on May 5, 2025 (results unavailable at this time). 
 
Since AB 579 is now dead, it was quickly replaced with AB 1098, “Title IX and the 
California Sex Equity in Education Act” as the third “A” priority bill. AB 1098 would 
expand protections for pregnant graduate students and institute protections for pregnant 
undergraduate students, prohibiting postsecondary educational institutions from 
discriminating against a student based on their current, potential, or past pregnancy or 
pregnancy-related conditions. 
 
You are invited to track the progress of these top three bills, and all the bills on the 
Legislative Agenda, by viewing the 2025 Bill Tracking Report. The report will continue to 
be updated as the bills move through the legislative process, so you can always check 
back to see the latest status.  



Membership 
Rebecca Hill - Membership Director 
Jess Gadsby - Dues Director 
 

SAVE by renewing your AAUW membership now! 
 
AAUW State has just announced an increase in dues of $10, from $20 to $30.  
Beginning July 1st, your AAUW dues will be $127: 
 
National dues $74.00 
State dues $30.00 
Branch dues $23.00 
 
TOTAL $127.00 
 
The good news is that during the months of May and June, the current dues 
rate of $117 will still be in effect. (If you’re a lifetime member, you don’t pay 
National dues, so your total is $43.00 until July 1st and $53 after that.) 
 

 
Worthy Book 2026 Update 
Carol Pletcher 

 
Hi Guys. How’s it going? 
Gosh, It’s Hard Work. 
 

 

 
Choosing a book worthy of serious discussion is a significant 
endeavor. Can you believe that thirty recommendations have been 
pruned to twenty possibilities? The twenty were then reduced to ten 
candidates. Next the ten were reviewed and five were shortlisted for 
analysis. This is a lot of work. 
 
 

Presently, the team (Carol Waltz, Janice Muller, Karen Dorney, Lynette Olson, Carol Pletcher) is 
carefully preparing to select the one. This selection of a book worthy of serious discussion requires 
careful analysis. 
 

Announcing the Worthy Book selected is scheduled for the September kickoff 
meeting.   
 
The Worthy Book discussion is scheduled for February 2026. 



Recent Events 
Linda Quinby 

March Women’s History Month Event  
 
On March 15th we hosted our annual joint Women’s History Month Event and Fundraiser 
with Carlsbad-Oceanside-Vista branch, with over 60 members and friends in 
attendance.  
 
The program was a learning 
experience entitled Music, the 
Brain, and Spycraft, featuring Dr. 
Merryl Goldberg, CSUSM 
Professor of Music and Arts 
Integration. Dr. Goldberg informed 
us about the powerful effect of music 
and the arts on learning and 
memory, entertained and challenged 
us with music on her soprano sax and regaled us with stories of her adventures in Soviet 
Russia with other members of the Klezmer Conservatory Band, including coding secret 
information into her music for clandestine meetups with members of Russian Jewish 
music groups considered to be subversive. 
 

 
 

 



March Women’s History Month Event Cont... 
 
Silent auction and raffle items, plus a cash donation, raised $1790 for our CSUSM 
scholarships and will be matched by the Epstein Foundation. Winning bidders and 
raffle participants went home happy, with theater and restaurant vouchers, museum 
guest passes, a Disneyland/CA Adventure pass, a DNA test kit; consultation, gift 
baskets, and vouchers for yoga and strength training workouts.  
 
A fun, stimulating, and rewarding event! 
 

Below: Bobbi Karnes, Silent Auction and Raffle Organizer 

Thanks to the Businesses and Our Members 

who Donated to Our Raffle, Silent Auction 

or Directly to Our College Scholarships 
 

Businesses 
Cygnet Theatre, Old Town San Diego 

New Village Arts Theatre, Carlsbad 

North Coast Repertory Theatre, Solana Beach 

Firenze Trattoria, Encinitas 

Trader Joe’s Encinitas 

YogaSix Carlsbad - Bressi Ranch 

 (thanks to Lynette Ohlson) 

The Perfect Workout (thanks to Andrea Henne) 

Stos Partners $500 donation 

 

Members 
Bobbi Karnes 

Michele McNeil 

Janice Muller 

Christine Oster 

Sallie Piccorillo 

Linda Quinby 

Michele & Frank Svengsouk 

Karen Vanderwerken 

Judy Verbanets 

 
Proceeds from Silent Auction, Raffle and 
Donation 

Silent Auction:  $650 
Raffle:              $640 
Donation:         $500 
Total:             $1,790 

 
Photo shows Marilyn Mason, the winner of Karen Vanderwerken’s 
 “4 Course Dinner for 4 Guests,” and her friends at Karen’s home. 

 



 
 
April Earth Month Event - San Diego Botanic Gardens in Encinitas 
Christine Oster, Event Chair 

 
On April 9th the Del Mar-Leucadia monthly event was held at the San Diego Botanic 
Gardens in Encinitas. Thirty-one members and friends from Del Mar-Leucadia and 
Carlsbad-Oceanside-Vista branches, California State University San Marcos (CSUSM), 
and MiraCosta College heard a talk by two members of the SDBG Science 
Conservation team – Dr. Ben Naman, Director of Medicinal Plant Research at SDBG, 
and Robyn Araiza, CSUSM Chemistry Professor. They described the SDBG medicinal 
plant collection, the partnership between SDBG and CSUSM to inspire and mentor 
students, and the collaboration with other organizations of San Diego County, including 
pharmaceutical companies and Indigenous communities. Following the presentation, we 
enjoyed a light lunch and a guided tour of the gardens. 
 
Interested in contributing? Following the SDBG Event, several participants asked the 
keynote speaker, Dr. Ben Naman, how they could contribute to either the Medicinal 
Plant Research or The CSTEM Professional Mentor Program, both of which are 
partnerships between the San Diego Botanic Garden and Cal State University San 
Marcos. For those interested, here is how: 
Https://sdbg.org/give-donate/ Designate “Medicinal Plants Research” or “CSUSM 
Partnership” 
Https://www.csusm.edu/giving/index.html Designate “CSUSM Professional Mentor 
Program”  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
April EXPLORE SD Adventure 
Christine Oster, Explore SD, event chair 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Tea in the Garden in Carlsbad Flower Fields 
 
On April 13th, five members of Del Mar-Leucadia branch enjoyed ‘Tea in the Garden’ at 
the Carlsbad Flower Fields. After a delicious meal and conversation in the barn, 
surrounded by gorgeous and colorful ranunculus flowers from the fields, we walked the 
hillside among the rainbow of blooms, admired the stained-glass sculptures, and 
delighted in the new butterfly enclosure. 
 
Butterfly Encounters, Morning Tea & Flowers! 

 

 

 
L-R Gina Allicotti, Christine Oster, Janis Ricards, Jess Gadsby. 
“Butterfly Babes” at top L-R Gina Allicotti, Christine Oster, Linda Quinby 



May STEM/Tech Trek Celebration  
Linda Quinby, Judith Verbanets 

 
On May 10th we hosted 75 members and guests, including our 2025 Tech Trekkers, 
several Tech Trek alumni, and family members. Criminalist Monica McCall of the SD 
County Sheriff’s Office presented an engaging talk on “Forensics: The Science of 
Solving Crime,” describing her educational and career paths to where she is now, 
showing how she uses math and science every day in her work, and even providing 
clues for the Tech Trekkers to solve a crime! Lorraine’s centerpieces were perfect for 
the theme – mixed flowers in test tubes! 
 
Current and Former Tech Trekkers Learning about Forensics and relate tales of their TT Camp experiences. 
 

  

 

 
 
Criminalist Monica McCall of the SD County  
Sherriff’s Office helps our TechTrekkers to solve a crime. 

 



May STEM/Tech Trek Celebration – Article 
 

 
 

News from our Member - Carol Pletcher 
 
Congratulations to our member, Carol Pletcher, who received her Honorary Doctorate of Humane 

Letters, on May 17th at Juniata College, Huntington, Pennsylvania.  
 
Carol has a long relationship with Juniata College, having 
graduated cum laude from Juniata in 1966 with a Bachelor of 
Science in Chemistry. As a Juniata Trustee, she has been a strong 
advocate for the Statton Learning Commons, emphasizing its 
pivotal role in enhancing student learning. In addition, Carol created 
the Pletcher Scholarship endowment to support Juniata STEM 
students. 

 
Carol also earned a Master’s Degree in Chemistry in 1968 from the 
University of Michigan and a Doctorate in Biochemistry from the 
University of Minnesota in 1979. While working on her doctorate, 
Carol was awarded an AAUW Fellowship. Working with Cargill, Inc., 
Carol established a reputation as a prolific innovator and received 
many awards. She was named one of the Top 25 Innovation 

Champions in 2006 by Newsweek. 
 
Carol’s expertise in Innovation and Scholarship Endowment support has been put to good use in DML 
AAUW’s Philanthropic support and programs. She proposed and led the branch Philanthropy Team, 
which restructured our CSUSM college scholarship program, resulting in increased donations from 
branch members and friends, plus dollar-for-dollar matching funds from the Epstein Foundation. 
 
 
 
 

 



FY2026 Executive Directors Elected 
 
At our May 10th event, the membership voted to approve nominees for FY2026 Executive 
Directors. Congratulations to our new Executive Board and thank you for agreeing to serve. 
Those elected are:  
 
 President - Marie Campagna 
 Vice President - Barbara McClanahan 
 Secretary - Sharon Griggs 
 Treasurer - Jane Sanders 
  
The remaining directors will be appointed by the new president and approved by the 
executive board after they are installed in June. Those who have agreed to serve are: 
   
 Membership – Rebecca Hill 
 Programs – Christine Oster 
 Public Policy – Janice Muller 
 Co-Communications – Bobbi Karnes & Linda Quinby 
 AAUW Fund/College Scholarships – Carol Pletcher 
 Tech Trek – Judy Verbanets 
 DEI – Norelynn Pion-Goureau 

 
 

WANTED: FY2026 Hospitality Chair! 
 
Our Programs Team for July 2025-June 2026, led by incoming Program Director, 
Christine Oster, is looking for a Hospitality Chair for the coming year. Christine will be 
coordinating the branch programs, with assistance from other team members and event 
chairs. The Hospitality Chair coordinates the refreshments and associated supplies for 
branch events – napkins and cups; drinks (e.g., coffee, tea, lemonade, and/or water), 
and munchies (e.g., cookies, mini-muffins, crackers). A budget is provided to cover 
expenses and/or the chair can arrange for volunteers (like individual members or 
interest groups) to coordinate and/or provide refreshments for specific events.  
 
This position can be filled by one or more members. Invite a friend to join you as a 
co-chair! 
 
Contact Jane Sanders at jsanders1107@gmail.com for more information about the 
position or Christine Oster at cjoster@gmail.com to volunteer. 



Highlights From AAUW CA 2025 Annual Event  
Linda Quinby 
 

 
The AAUW CA 2025 Annual Event, with a theme of 
“Pivoting 4 Our Future,” was held on April 26. About 
140 members attended virtually from CA and OR, 
including DML members Sharon Griggs, Bobbi 
Karnes, Donna Lilly, Janice Muller, Christine Oster, 
Linda Quinby, Dale Satake, and Karen Vanderwerken. 
Links to the recorded event and agenda/handout are 
available HERE. 
 
 

AAUW CA board goals are to increase accessibility, improve branch sustainability, and strengthen 
connections. Two books are being used to guide and inform actions: 
 
The Four Pivots: Reimagining Justice, Reimagining Ourselves by Shawn A. Ginwright, PhD. An 
activist's roadmap to long-term social justice impact through four simple shifts in our values--a pivot in 
how we think, act, work, and connect.  
 
Engaging the Head, Heart and Hands of a Volunteer by Barry Altland. Tips and techniques for 
Equipping, Guiding, Supporting and Inspiring volunteers.  
 
AAUW Board Chair Cherie Sorokin discussed the challenges for AAUW, higher education, equity, 
and civil rights, and the new AAUW strategic plan, focused on higher education. [Click HERE for 1-page 
summary.] She urged all members to (1) vote in AAUW election, (2) renew memberships, (3) bring in 
others, and (4) donate to national for our overall mission. 
 
Keynote speaker Deepa Iyer, author of Social Change Now: A Guide for Reflection and Connection, 
introduced the social change ecosystem framework, including a map of ten roles, from builder to 
storyteller to disrupter to experimenter. Click HERE for more info. 
 

(Left) A quote Deepa shared that I particularly like from 
Clarissa Pinkola Estés. 
 
 
Breakout groups focused on elements of The Four Pivots, the 
Volunteers First program, and Social Change Now. 
 
Awards presented included the AAUW 5-Star Program (DML is a 
3-Star branch), the Bay Award for Best Programs, and the 
Speech Trek winner, sponsored by the CA Online branch. 

 
 
 

https://www.aauw-ca.org/2025-annual-event-pivoting-4-our-future/
https://www.aauw.org/app/uploads/2025/05/AAUW-Strategic-Priorities_OP1.pdf
https://www.socialchangemap.com/home/understanding-the-framework


Special Interest Groups 
 

Great Decisions 

Meets on the first Thursday of most months at 6:30pm for social time, 7:00pm for in-person and Zoom discussion. All 
are invited to attend.  
 
June 12 -- "International Cooperation on Climate Change" NOTE CHANGED DATE 
July -- No meeting 
August -- "The Future of NATO and European Security" 
Contact Kathy Adams, bri2kath@gmail.com, 281-704-1485, for more information if you'd like to attend the 
discussions. New members and visitors are welcome. 
 

Morning Literature 

Meets the 2nd Monday of the month at 9:30 a.m. Meetings are in person. Books discussed alternate between a 
selection from a Great Books series, novels and short stories.  
Contact Arlene Lighthall at alight23@gmail.com 
We are currently at our maximum number of members. To go onto the wait list, please contact Arlene. 
 

Jun 9 The Death of Bed Number 12 – Ghassan Kanafani - Short Story 

July 14 Poetry – Members’ choice 

Aug 1 The Color Purple – Alice Walker 

 

Fun, Food and Friends 

Groups of 6, including members and spouses/partners, meet mostly in restaurants for three meals over several 
months. Participants are regrouped for Fall and Spring. A great way to get to know fellow members! 
Contact: Nancy L. Kohrs, nancylkohrs1@gmail.com, 858-220-1951. 

 

Cloak and Dagger Mystery Book Group  
Meets the 1st Tuesday of the month at 1:00 p.m. New members are welcome. 
Contact: Karen Dorney, 2karendorney@roadrunner.com, 858-481-8411 
 
June 3 -- Murder by Degrees by Ritu Mukerji 
 

On May 4th, some of the group attended World Premiere of the play “Peril 
in the Alps” at the North Coast Repertory Theater. Afterward we 
enjoyed lively discussion and time together at Karen and Bob Dorney’s 
home. 

 
 

Rear L-R: Ted & Joanna Schwend, Forrest Gale,  
 Kathleen Norris, Karen Dorney.  
Front L-R: Marlene Gale, Marie Bradbury,  
 Mary & Cliff Dobrin. 

mailto:bri2kath@gmail.com
mailto:alight23@gmail.com
mailto:nancylkohrs1@gmail.com
mailto:2karendorney@roadrunner.com


Novel Lovers Book Group September May 2025- April 2026 
 
Novel Lovers meets at 4:00pm on Zoom on the 4th Monday of each month. New people welcome.  
Contact: Nancy L. Kohrs, NancyLkohrs1@gmail.com, 858 220 1951 
 

 May 28 –The Women – 

Kristin Hannah - Sallie 

June 23 -The Secret Life 

of Sunflowers – Marta 

Molner - Lori 

July 28-The Blessing Way 

-Tony Hillerman - Nancy 

 

 August 25-The Last 

Lecture- Randy Pausch-

Bobbi 

    

September 22– Alibi- 

Joseph Kanon – Lorraine 

October 27- James-

Percival Everett-Norelynn 

November 24-The Berry 

Pickers-Amanda Peters -

Linda 

January 26- The Overstory 

Richard Powers - Pat 

    

February 23- The Art Thief-

Michael Finkel - Lori 

March 25- Only the 

Beautiful- Susan 

Meissner - Sallie 

April 27 - The Frozen 

River - Ariel Lawhon -

Jackie 

May 25, June 22 & July 27 

to be entered later 

   

 
   TBA 

 
 

 

mailto:NancyLkohrs1@gmail.com

